Respect
Safety
Success

Revelstoke Secondary School
P.O. Bag 5100
1007 Vernon Avenue
Revelstoke, British Columbia
V0E 2S0
Telephone: (250)837-2173 Fax: (250)837-7164

Overall Safety Protocols
Proper hand hygiene along with physical distancing are the strongest personal actions that
can be taken to mitigate risk from COVID-19, and indeed all sickness. Hand-washing is
required upon school entry and before/after breaks and eating, using the washroom and
using gym/playground equipment. The Public Health Office guidelines state that high
school students are expected to meet these expectations, especially being able to
maintain appropriate physical distancing when interacting with peers from different
cohorts.
RSS is confident that our students and staff will work together to meet these guidelines to
maintain a safe school environment.
Daily Health Check
Parents and caregivers must assess their child daily for symptoms of common cold,
influenza, COVID-19, or other infectious respiratory disease before sending them to
school. If a child has any symptoms, they must not come to school. Further information
regarding daily health checks is attached as appendices and is posted on the SD19 website.
Contact Information
We will be sending the annual student information Verification Form home in the coming
days. Please review carefully and ensure contact information is current including naming
an emergency contact if you cannot be reached during the school day. Home contact for
pickup will be made if students demonstrate symptoms of illness during the school day.
School Bus Transportation
• To reduce bus capacity students are encouraged to walk, cycle or ride by private
vehicle.
• Students should clean their hands before they leave home to take the bus, when
they leave school prior to taking the bus and when they get home.
• Students will be assigned to a regular seating plan on the bus.
• A process will be in place for the loading and unloading of students on the bus.
• Students will be seated as per the recommendations from the BC Provincial COVID19 Health and Safety Guidelines.

•
•

Secondary students will be required to wear masks subject to the note below.
Enhanced cleaning protocols have been established for all buses.

Personal Protective Masks
Masks are required for all staff and all students in Secondary School when they are in high
traffic areas like school buses and hallways, and anytime they are outside of
their classroom or learning group and they cannot safely distance from others, subject to
the note below *.
Wearing a non-medical mask, face covering, or face shield in schools outside of the
circumstances outlined above is a personal choice for students and adults. Schools will
have non-medical masks available for students and adults. Masks should be carried at all
times while in the school.
*Exceptions will be made for students and staff who cannot wear masks for medical or
disability related reasons.
First Day Schedule--September 10th
9:30-10:00

Grade 9, 10, 11 and 12 Students pick up their schedules and masks and
go directly to their first class
Grade 8 students will go to the theater

10:00-11:20

First Period

11:20-11:35

Nutrition Break—students should go outside if possible while practicing
physical distancing

11:35-12:55

Second Period

12:55

Dismissal—students leave the building immediately and practice
physical distancing outside the school.

Regular School Schedule
School Start
Lunch
School Dismissal

8:45 am
Staggered by cohort (see below)
3:10 pm

Entrances/Exits
We ask that students do not enter the building until 8:30 am. If waiting outside the school,
students should practice physical distancing.

Students must put on their masks and wash/disinfect their hands upon entering the
building, and then go directly to their first classroom, where they will again wash/disinfect
their hands.
Students will use the following entrances:
Grade 8 - South Entrance (door facing towards BVE)
Grades 9 and 10 - Main Entrance
Grades 11 and 12 - Community Entrance
Lunch
Any student can eat their lunch outside of the school building (i.e. at home, or downtown)
as we are an open campus. Lunch times are one hour long to accommodate students
leaving the school to eat their lunch elsewhere.
As well, students are encouraged to go outside during lunchtime if they do eat lunch at
school.
The Cafeteria vendor will be open at Break and Lunch times. A line-up area will be clearly
marked. Once students have received their order they are to go to their designated eating
area.
Students are not to share food or drink, and home-made treats/snacks should not be
brought to school for sharing. Personal water bottles are encouraged. Students should
take any recyclables home with them for disposal.
Grade 8:
11:20-12:20
• 2 classes eat in classrooms, 2 classes eat in Cafeteria on a rotating basis, or students
may leave the school building
Grade 9:
11:30--12:30
• 2 classes eat in classrooms, 2 classes eat in Library on a rotating basis, or students
may leave the school building
Grades 10-12:
11:40--12:40
• eat in classrooms, or students may leave the school building
Gymnasium use at lunch: rotating cohort schedule at lunch TBD. Supervised by staff
member.

Break Times
Grades 8
• 10:00-10:05
• 1:40-1:45
Grade 9
• 1010-10:15
• 1:50-1:55
Grades 10-12
• 10:20-10:25
• 2:00-2:05
Hallways
We will follow the “Rules of the Road”
• Keep right in the hallways
• Please no ‘bunching’ and blocking traffic
• Lockers may be available at a later date. RSS must first observe traffic flow in the
school over the first few days.
Counselling Appointments
Requests for course changes are very limited this year. Due to the nature of reorganizing
courses and schedules to meet the guidelines regarding learning cohorts, course change
requests are very difficult to achieve. Only serious academic issues will prompt immediate
course changes. For example, a missing course required for graduation is a high priority
for course change, other requests may be given a lower priority, and some may be
dismissed.
If a counselling appointment is desired, please follow this procedure:
• Email your counsellor (Last name A-K Erin Williams ewilliams@sd19.bc.ca; Last
Name L-Z Lissa Cancilla lcancilla@sd19.bc.ca) with your detailed specific request.
• The counsellors will contact you for either a telephone appointment, or a face to
face meeting
• Please DO NOT try to see the counsellors without an appointment.
• Please follow all physical distancing guidelines in the counselling office area.

Split-Grade Classes
Due to the nature of some senior elective courses, students may find themselves in classes
with a different cohort. While RSS recognizes that this situation is not ideal, with
responsible actions that are laid out in the guidelines for these situations these classes can
be managed. These actions can include:
• Physical distance of 2 meters between different cohorts in the classroom
• Use of masks where necessary
Gatherings Outside of School
It’s not often that I would provide direction to students and parents regarding social
activities. The Ministry of Education, and the Provincial Health Office are reminding us all
of the critical roles we play in reducing the spread of COVID-19, and have emphasized the
high risks associated with “large social gatherings”. Dr. Henry and the Public Health Office
have been clear that these activities place all of us at risk in the community.
Students, your actions to reduce risk at RSS is the foundation of having a safe environment
at the school. Parents, please work with us to encourage your children to avoid those
larger gatherings. I realize that unofficial Grad events, parties, and other social gatherings
will be missed.
Personal Belongings
RSS is justifiably proud that we as a school community have created a very safe
space. In the past, many students felt comfortable with leaving
personal/school belongings around the school during the day and overnight. Due
to increased cleaning protocols, that can no longer be the case.
Any student belongings left unattended at the school will be immediately placed
in the Lost and Found so that the school can be cleaned rigorously and efficiently.

Appendix 1 – Daily Health Check – Individual Home Screening

COVID-19
Information for Families
Parents and caregivers must assess their child daily for symptoms of common cold, influenza,
COVID-19, or other infectious respiratory disease before sending them to school.

IF A CHILD HAS ANY SYMPTOMS, THEY MUST NOT GO TO SCHOOL.
Watch for symptoms of COVID-19 that can appear up to 14 days after being exposed to the virus and
are similar to other illnesses including the flu and common cold.
1. Symptoms or illness*

2. International Travel
3. Confirmed Contact

Daily Health Check
Does your child have any of the following symptoms?
Fever
Chills
Cough or worsening of chronic cough
Shortness of breath
Sore throat
Runny nose
Loss of sense of smell or taste
Headache
Fatigue
Diarrhea
Loss of appetite
Nausea and vomiting
Muscle aches
Stuffy nose
Conjunctivitis (pink eye)
Dizziness, confusion
Abdominal pain
Skin rashes or discoloration of fingers or toes.
Have you or anyone in your household returned from travel outside
Canada in the last 14 days?

Are you or is anyone in your household a confirmed contact of a person confirmed to have

*Check BCCDC’s Symptoms of COVID-19 regularly to ensure the list is up to date.
If you answered “YES” to any of the questions and the symptoms are not related to a pre-existing
condition (e.g. allergies) your child must NOT come to school.
If they are experiencing any symptoms of illness, contact a health-care provider for further assessment.
This includes 8-1-1, or a primary care provider like a physician or nurse practitioner.
If you answered “YES” to questions 2 or 3, use the COVID-19 Self-Assessment Tool to determine if you
should be tested for COVID-19.

If you have a fever, a new cough,
or are having difficulty
breathing, call 8-1-1.

COVID-19
September 4, 2020

Appendix 2 - Handwashing

Appendix 3 – Cleaning and Disinfecting

Appendix 4 – Exhibiting symptoms- isolation room

