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Report to the Board  
2015-2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
School Information 
 
Enrolment 
Grade 8 9 10 11 12 Total 
Numbers 70 70 78 75 80 373 

 
 
 
Teaching Staff 
 
Adams, Sandy 
Boggild, Kai  
Browning, Theresa  
Cancilla, Lissa 
Carey, Lida 
Colvin, Jeff 
Crucil, Julia 
Davies, Teria 
Der, Conrad 
Evans, Rob   
Gale, Graham 
Geary, Amanda 

Grimm, Stacey 
Hoshizaki, Kathy  
Kenyon, Greg 
Mason, Jenna 
Marti, Katie 
McGrath, Alice  
Moore, Shaun 
Pfeiffer, Andy  
Reaume, Dana 
Redding, Jim  
Rourke, Barry 
 

Scheiber, Kristen 
Simpson, Meghan 
Spannier, Jarrett 
Stevens, Jason 
Vincent, Sarah 
Von Bremen, Kendra 
Wallach, Jodi 
Weiler, Craig 
Williams, Erin   
Wilson, Jeff     
Wood, Sylvia 

 
Non- Teaching Staff 
 
 
Cunningham, Cindy 
Cross, Kimberly 
Duguay, Stephanie 
Ehlers, Naomi 
Green, Susie  
Jean, Denise 
Jensen, Nancy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Johnson, Tammy 
Kaler, Courtney 
Maddison, Donna 
Malenica, Liz  
Maltby, Clara 
Martin, Tamarin  
McKenzie, Nicole 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mohn, Kelly 
Moore, Lisa 
Murray, Sandra 
Robinson, Debbie 
Schmidt, Shirley 
Sinclair, Jaimie 

Respect 

   Safety 

     Success 
 



What’s Happening at RSS!! 
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2015-2016 School Events 
 

• District Authority Scholarship Student Exhibition 
• Mental Health & Wellness Fair 
• Terry Fox Run 
• Avalanche Training 
• Band Camp & Rwandan Concert 
• Remembrance Day Service 
• Revelstoke Food Hamper – December 2015 
• Me to We   
• Christmas Follies 
• Medieval Feast 
• RSS Talent Show 
• Youth Media Launch 
• Costa Rica Trip  
• Cuba Band Trip  
• Pink Shirt Day 
• Awards Banquet 
• Travelling Reptile Show  
• Share the Socks 
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Introduction 
 
On behalf of the students and staff of Revelstoke Secondary, I want to thank the Board of 
Education for the support we receive to create an excellent learning environment for the youth of 
our community. 
 
The 2015-2016 year at Revelstoke Secondary School has dealt with two major themes—change 
and reflection.  As we all understand, change can be scary, it can be messy, and it can be 
incredibly exciting.  There is an on-going change throughout the province and School District #19 
in regards to the redesigned curriculum and upcoming changes to reporting orders.  These 
changes have not impacted students to a great degree as of yet, but the planning and preparation 
for these changes has focussed the energy of the staff at RSS and engendered a great deal of 
planning and discussion.  We have been feeling the uneasiness of the unknown, the ‘storming, 
forming, norming’ of planning different curriculum, and have embraced the positives in our abilities 
to create courses that will engage students with their passions. 
 
The reflective aspect is integral to this process, in that the staff members make sense of both the 
current and redesigned curriculum and ask, “What’s best for our students?”.  The ability for our 
staff to ask this question and then create and implement engaging learning experiences for our 
students makes me very proud.   
 
In short, I believe that the Board of Education can be very pleased and proud with not only the 
work we have done this year, but the great work in preparation for the years to come! 
 
Sincerely; 
 
 
 
 
Greg Kenyon 
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School Completion and Academic Achievement Goal 
 
2015-2016 Objectives: 

1. Reduce the numbers of students with multiple course failures by 

addressing assignment completion. 

2. Review consistent and predictable grading/assessment expectations for 

students in all subjects. 

3. Reduce the number of students in grades 8 through 10 achieving at C- or 

below, and increase the number of students achieving at C+ or better. 

 
Notes on Academic Achievement data:  

a. Core Courses include all Math, Science, English and Social Studies Courses 

b. This data is taken from the end of the first semester report cards 

(February, 2016) 

c. No elective courses are included, with the exception of the overall “RSS” 

data 

d. “Previous Grade” indicates the results of that cohort last school year.  

There will be no data for this at the grade 8 level. 
 
 
 

 
 



 9

 
 
 
 

 
 



 10 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Observations on Academic Achievement data: 

• High achievement is the continued norm at RSS with 75% of students at 

the C+ or better level. 

 

• More student choice at the grade 11/12 levels seems to indicate a 

correlation to higher achievement in academic courses as compared to 

grades 9/10. 
 
Notes on Work Habit data: 

a. Criteria for Work Habit assessment are that a student completes assigned 

work, meets deadlines, behaves appropriately, is on time, prepared and 

cooperative, and strives for excellence 

 

b. An annual discussion by the teaching staff on assessment of work habits 

reaffirmed the very high levels needed to achieve an “E” (Excellent). 
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Observations on Work Habit data: 

• The target is to have less than 10% at the Needs Improvement level.  RSS 

has met this target not only school wide, but at each grade level. 

 

• Successful work habit assessment indicates increased task completion, 

positive attitudes to school and schoolwork, and is a strong indicator of 

academic success. 
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Student Well-Being Goal 

 
2015-2016 Objectives: 

1. To improve school connectedness to at least two adults in the school 

2. To increase the amount of valid and reliable data gathered to better 

assess student social-emotional well-being 

3. To educate students about mental health and mental health issues 

4. To promote physically healthy lifestyle choices. 

 
Notes on Student Well-Being: 

a. Students who can identify caring peers and adults at school have a 

greater feeling of well-being at school 

b. The “caring peers” data has only been gathered since the 2014-15 school 

year 

 
 
Observations on Student Well-Being: 

• Continued high results in the “caring adults” and “caring peers” areas 

indicate a caring culture at RSS 

 

• Continued work and data gathering needs to be done to increase feeling 

safe at school and to reduce unwanted interactions at school. 
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International Flavour at RSS 
Submitted by Andy Pfeiffer 

 
Once again there was a distinct international flavour to RSS this year.  Students from Mexico, 
Germany, Spain, Switzerland, and Norway were welcomed into our school.  Our relationship with 
Rocky Mountain International Student Program (RMISP) continues to flourish and we’ve already 
accepted over a dozen RMISP international student applications for the 2016-2017 school year.  
RMISP which is based out of School District #6 (Rocky Mountain) has recently acquired the 
international program of School District #5 (East Kootenay).  As a result, we look forward to 
continuing our relationship that may involve even more varied groups of students from other parts 
of the world. 
 
Once again we had one Revelstoke student who has learned German at RSS complete the BC 
Heritage Language Association (BCHLA) 10 week exchange to Germany: Erin Behncke spent 10 
weeks in Mainz, Germany in the fall and she is hosting her exchange partner this spring here at 
RSS.  In addition to “traditional” international students, we also have independent international 
students at RSS who are from Korea, China, and Colombia.  
 
Finally, we have Gillian McTaggart, our Rotary Exchange Student finishing up her year in Brazil -- 
all is going well and her Portuguese is pretty much fluent her mother tells me!  Her counterpart, 
Roberto, has been with us here at RSS all year and, as usual, is having a great time learning 
English and getting used to Canadian culture.   
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Ono Cho Visit 2016 
   
We had our annual visit from our Ono Cho Exchange group from Japan from January 14-19, 
2016.  The group consisted of 4 adults and 16 students.  For the 5 days they were here they 
participated in regular classroom activities, and toured the city and museums.  As usual, they also 
hosted a cultural fair which included traditional Japanese games and culture for the students in 
the multi-purpose room. 
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Community Connections School Outreach and Mentoring Program Report 
Submitted by Sheena Bell 

 
The School Outreach Program provides on site counselling, support and consultation for children, 
youth and families in all of the local schools.  Some of the supports are provided in classrooms, 
one-on-one to meet individual plans and family requests, and extend into the community to 
address and support a variety of meaningful and accessible experiences.  At RSS there is a 
counsellor available up to 3 days a week.  Some of the services and initiatives the program 
supports are the Youth Mental Health Action Team, the Peer Inclusion Initiative, the Healthy 
Relationships and Domestic Violence Prevention Program, Supported Child Development, and 
transition support and connection from grade 7 to the secondary school, and secondary students 
into the community.  Through these programs youth have access to their own mental health and 
relationship support as well as having opportunities to volunteer to participate and support peers 
and younger students.  This year there has been 51 RSS students participating as 
volunteers!  Over the last couple of years there are some senior students who have volunteered 
between 200 – 400 hours of their time to create meaningful connection and support for their peers 
and for younger students.   Contact Sheena Bell at Community Connections for more information 
250-837-2920 ext 39. 
 
The School Mentoring program is just wrapping up it’s 3rd year.  This year we had 40 high 
school mentors matched with more than 50 elementary students from AHE, CPE, and BE; 
45 matches total up from 23 last year. The program expanded to offer three days a week and 
various structures of matching, from one-on-one, to small groups, to larger group based 
connections.  The matches are created based on similar interests and personalities and they get 
together once a week to do activities like sports, crafts, cooking, games, or going for a hot 
chocolate, to the pool, or to museums. The mentee's are always very excitedly waiting for the 
mentors to arrive.  When they meet up each week everyone is excited to greet each other and 
hang out again.  The high school students indicate that their experience is positive and that they 
enjoy building relationships with the younger kids.  Feedback from parents has been that it is a 
highlight of their week and that they are happy to be a part of this program that gives their 
son/daughter experiences that are all about them.  The program is facilitated by Kelly Silzer, 
Stacy Sanchez, Sheena Bell, and Travis Wilkins in partnership with the School District.  Contact 
Community Connections for more information 250-837-2920 ext 27. 
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Student Services  
Submitted by Jodi Wallach 

 
 

We have maintained all of the “highlights” we have shared in past board reports.  This includes 
career counselling, personal counselling, scholarships, support and many other facets of our job. 
Some new things: 
 
Highlights: 

 
• A nurse from Options For Sexual Health has been coming to RSS weekly to offer many of 

the same services available at the Wednesday evening OPT clinic.  This adds to the many 
community groups already using our Community Links space in an effort to support our 
students. 
 

• Transitioning to MyEd BC for managing student courses and setting up the student portal 
to do course selection.  We are just about to start our first timetable using this new system. 
 

• Another new user for the Community Links space:  Monthly visits from Okanagan College 
with a student recruiter.  Students and parents have been scheduling appointments with 
Leslie Bogula to get direct information about programs and applying to Okanagan College. 
 

• Jodi, Erin and Sheena have attended three evening Mental Health Pro-D sessions with our 
local physicians.  This has been a great opportunity for sharing information and 
networking.  We have already noticed an increase in the communication from the Doctors 
involving Revelstoke youth. 
 

• We have started listing opportunities and scholarships available to local youth on the front 
page of our school website.  This is more visible than the blog and is being accessed 
regularly by students and parents. 
 

• Four Students are enrolled in the Dual-Credit Professional Cook 1 program through 
Okanagan College.  These students are able to showcase their skills once per week when 
the Culinary Arts program comes to RSS to provide lunch service in the cafeteria. 
 

• Eight Students are registered apprentices with the Industry Training Authority.  They are 
receiving work-based training hours towards red-seal certification in Heavy Duty 
Mechanics, Hairstyling, Auto Body Refinishing, Carpentry, Culinary Arts and Welding. 
 

• The work experience program continues its success with 10 new employers coming on 
board in 2015/2016. 
 

• SD#19 received a $25,000 “shoulder-tapper” grant to support creating and maintaining 
relationships with employers in the community.  Focus will be directed towards 
establishing a comprehensive employer database for Work Experience, Apprenticeships, 
Job Shadows and in-house career related programs. 
 

• Approximately 30 students will attend the TRU “Student for a Day” Arts and Science/ 
Trades tour day. 
 

• The career department continues to use myblueprint.ca to guide students with career 
exploration.  Intensive programming occurs in the Planning 10 and Health and Career 
Education 8 and 9 classes. 
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Library 
Submitted by Jeff Wilson 
 
On a building plan, architects might call an open, common area where people gather a “Multi-
Purpose” room.  However, it is the library at RSS that best fits that description.  Let me outline the 
many purposes that our library fulfills for the students and staff of SD 19.   
 
Purpose #1:  To provide access to resources 
Libraries have always housed worlds of information.  Our library houses over 25000 titles 
including fiction, non-fiction, textbooks, and audio-visual titles.   
 
Our thriving fiction section continues to grow, and our non-fiction collection is seeing increased 
traffic from students because we are striving to house titles that provide comprehensive, 
interesting, and useful information that students would not be able to find online.   
 
For access to information online, we house a 28-station Mac lab as well as 6 satellite stations for 
independent workers.  We also manually connected student devices to the WiFi network this year.  
This kept the WiFi password secure, and students were forced to be part of a 7-point digital 
literacy talk before they could connect. 
 
This year, with Michael Haworth’s help, we populated a new digital server with films and 
audiobooks for the students and staff of RSS.  This server allows access to our digital resources 
from any workstation in the building.  Teachers can find titles quickly and easily and students can 
use this resource if they missed part of a film viewed in class or they would benefit from the use of 
an audiobook while they read.  
 
This year, the use of a digital server has expanded to include the elementary schools as well.  
The library at RSS has helped digitize titles (films and audiobooks) for the elementary schools.  
This server creates a networked ‘inter-library loan’ for our elementary schools and it provides 
access to more resources for less money. 
 
Purpose #2:  To provide a creative, educational workspace 
Another purpose for our library is to provide a space to create.  
Students come to the library to use the computer lab or the work 
tables for a variety of projects.  Throughout the day, there are also 
students working on distance education, writing tests, reading books, 
researching online, studying quietly, or creating something new.   

 
Other creative activities for students include a digital piano for 
recording or playing music (with headphones on), and our low-
incidence students have been helpful in the plant centre taking plant 
trimmings and making new plants for classrooms in the school or to 
take home. 
 
Purpose #3:  To Gather Together 
Historically, libraries are known as quiet spaces.  While this continues to be mostly true (Kelley 
and I are still known to say “Use a library voice”),  
I believe that the students of RSS see our library as an active, 
social,  
and enjoyable space.  All through the day, classes visit to use the 
lab or see a presentation, students gather to eat lunch and study, or 
they work on projects at the tables.  Chess has been surprisingly 
popular this year, and we even have a D&D crew at school that likes 
to set up at one of our tables to slay dragons together. 
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Emphasizing that a library is a place for people to come together seems counter-intuitive, but this 
seems to be one of the strengths of the RSS library.   
 
At lunch, we generally host between 40 and 60 students each day1 and this seems to show that 
students enjoy the space.  I believe that if students have a positive relationship with the library, it 
helps them appreciate the value of libraries in general, and it also helps them enjoy school.  
 
Purpose #4:  To help 
There was a time when people worried that libraries would be 
irrelevant because people could access worlds of information with 
new technology.  However, this sea of information and technology 
has made libraries more important than ever because students still 
need plenty of help navigating, finding, managing, storing, sharing, 
and creating information.  That is why we strive to answer every 
‘How do I..”, “Where can I find…”, or “Why isn’t this working…” 
question that comes our way.  It is our purpose to serve. 
 
In closing, the library at RSS is a vibrant, creative, and safe space for students, and we keep an 
open-door policy so students can keep opening doors of their own.  Perhaps the architects had it 
wrong on their building diagrams because the library is the true multi-purpose room at RSS. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 We averaged 47 students per day since September 2015 (average of 78 recorded days) 
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The Computer Department 
Submitted by Jeff Wilson 

  
Introduction: 

The courses offered by the computer department 

provide options for students in Grade 9 through 12.  

Junior students take “Information Technology”, a survey 

course that focuses on business, media, and 

programming applications for computers.   Senior 

students take “Digital Media” to explore more 

specialized and complex ways of producing digital 

projects with a range of tools and applications. 
 

Information Technology 9/10 

Information Technology 9/10 is a course designed to help 

students learn to use technology in efficient, safe, organized, and effective ways.  Throughout the 

course there is also a general focus on strengthening their skills in areas such as file 

management, keyboarding, cloud computing, Internet safety, and digital literacy in general.  

 

InfoTech 9/10 also features a coding element as a core part of the course.  Using Scratch, a basic 

programming application, students develop a sense of ‘computational thinking’ as they work to 

animate, design, and re-design code for their projects.    

 
Digital Media 11 focuses on photography, photo editing, and desktop 

publishing.  As they study the work of professional designers, they learn 

sophisticated techniques for taking digital images and editing photos as 

well as designing layouts for magazines and online publishing.  

 
Digital Media 12 

In response to student interest, Digital Media 12 focus for this year has 

shifted away from its roots in film and animation this year.  The students 

in this class were keen to continue with programming and coding so our 

class is working on HTML and CSS using structured lessons online with Codecademy.   

Using the skills acquired online, they produce offline projects that demonstrate their 

learning, and working in a team environment, they can take on custom projects like mobile app 

development or website design. 

 

 

Original Cover Design by Cora Woods 
 

Original Postcard by Gavin Mason 

Original Postcard by Leslie English 
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Mathematics Department  
Submitted by Mr. Jarrett Spannier  
 
Sixteen blocks of Math were offered at RSS during this school year.  Lida Carey and Jarrett 
Spannier accounted for thirteen of these courses with Kai Boggild and Teria Davies picking up the 
remaining three.  The department has started the preparation for the redesigned  curriculum 
implementation at the junior level and has looked into the content shuffle that will occur at the 
senior level.  The math department had another successful year – some of the highlights are 
outlined below:   
 
Math 8: Lida Carey (2 blocks) and Kai Boggild (1 block) continued to focus on ‘math skill 
development’ during this course.  Students are exposed and provided with ample opportunity to 
develop the skills necessary for success in math 9 and beyond.  Some minor content changes 
were made to align the course to the new curriculum.  To echo last years report, these grade 8’s 
had a solid knowledge of integers – a tribute to the work done at the grade 7 level. 
 
Math 9:  RSS offered three blocks of Math 9 this year – all 
taught by Lida Carey.  In conjunction with the new curriculum, 
Lida implemented some strategies for “Building the thinking 
classroom”.  Problem solving, group work and practice problems 
had students out of their desks and working on vertical surfaces 
in a team approach.  Collaboration skills were developed in 
conjunction to enhancing problem solving skills.  However these 
are time-consuming tasks and student participation and student 
attendance are important to their success.    Careful and 
consistent planning will be needed to ensure that all students 
have the skills needed to move forward.  
 
Math 10:  RSS offered 2 Pre-Calc/Foundations of Math 10 classes (27 and 29 students 
respectively).  We continue to push our grade 10’s past the minimum levels set by the curriculum, 
which has done a solid job at preparing them for the provincial exam and for senior math study.  
In fact, Mr. Spannier’s first semester class scored 6.16% above the provincial average on the 
provincial exam and over a quarter of our students scored at the A-level.  Further, ¾ of our 
students scored a C+ or better and 26 of the 27 students will be moving on to Math 11 next year. 
We hope for similar results in June.  Although apprehensive at first, our students liked the 
electronic/online format for the Foundations 10 exam.   
 
In regards to Apprenticeship Workplace Math 10:  Similar to last year, our 13 students scored 
10% higher than the provincial exam average.  Appropriate placement of students and a 
dedicated effort of Ms. Davies (and learning assistant Liz Malenica) have helped our students be 
successful in this course.   
 
Math 11:  Due to enrolment numbers, Revelstoke Secondary 
School only offered 3 math courses at the Grade 11 level (2-
Pre-calculus 11 & 1-Apprenticeship Workplace Math 11).  
This year showed us that it is very important to have the 
Foundations of Math 11 option available for our students.  
Although most of our grade 11 students were very successful 
at the Pre-Calc 11 course, those who originally chose FOM 
11 were overwhelmed and less successful.  However,  our 3 
grade 10 students who are a year ahead in math continue to score at the top of their class and 
are well prepared for Pre-calc 12 next year.   Also, of the 42 students enrolled in Pre-Calc 11, 11 
were part of the international exchange program and 2 pushed ahead into Math 12 as part of their 
grade 11 year.  This means our Pre-Calc 12 numbers will be down next year.   
 

 
   Pre-calc 11 puzzling over radical inequalities 

 
Math 9 Quizzy-poo 
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AW-11 - Kai Boggild successfully implemented the logic and strategy component to the AW 11 
course through the use of board and electronic games.  He found this to be a great way to 
connect logic to a real-life scenario.  He hopes to expand on his section of the course going 
forward.   
 
Math 12:  Revelstoke Secondary School offered 3 math courses at the Grade 12 level (Pre-Calc 
12, Foundations 12 and Calculus 12).  
 
Lida Carey continued to develop the Foundations of Math 12 course.  This year she included a 
financial project instead of a final exam as part of the course requirements and assessment.    
Other techniques (paired tests, group work and problem solving) were also added to enhance 
learning.  
 
Jarrett Spannier continued his development of the Pre-Calculus 12 course using a calculator/non-
calculator format (60%-40% ratio).  All 22 students in term 1 completed the learning outcomes of 
this course.  In fact, 16 of the students scored a B or better.  A similar result is forming with the 12 
students enrolled in semester 2.   
 
Our Calculus 12 numbers are down this year.  The 22 
students originally projected dropped to 14 at course start.  
For those that remained, this course continues to 
challenge and prepare our post-secondary bound students 
for the rigor that lies ahead.  The current 82% class 
average indicates our students are learning to persevere 
through challenges and are dedicated to prepare 
themselves for future tasks.  We feel it is essential to keep 
this course running regardless of it lower numbers – our 
top students are successful in post-secondary Calculus I 
and II because of their learning in our building. 
 
In summary, it has been another successful year of Mathematics at RSS.  
Our class sizes remain manageable (Thank you school board and 
administration!).  Our math teachers have the ability to provide  
1-on-1 assistance and develop confidence in our math students (24 of the 
potential 28 Pre-Calc 11 students are taking Pre-Calc 12 next year – we 
like that percentage.  We are dedicated to making sure our students have 
the right math course to match their abilities.  This will start with 
implementing the new grade 8 and 9 curriculum in a way that fosters early 
success, and builds on strengths, but challenges our students to keep 
pushing forward in their math training.    
 

 

 
 
 

 
Calculus students puzzle over review 

 
Pi Day Fun! 
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Foods and Nutrition Grades 8 – 12  
Submitted by Mr. Barry Rourke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I had my grade 8 classes create a healthy cupcake for a competition (RSS Cupcake Wars).  The 
grades eights were given a chocolate cupcake recipe that incorporated white beans.  The grade 
eights researched additional ways to create a tasty healthy attractive cupcake.  I had three judges 
pick three winning cupcakes.  Judging was based on taste, appearance, originality, and nutritious. 
 
I had my grade 9/10 classes create a new healthy lunch for a new restaurant.  Their mission was 
to fly anywhere in the world to find new ideas for a new menu for a new restaurant.  They had to 
plan the one week trip (outside of North America), create a budget in excel, create an itinerary in 
PowerPoint, design a new menu in Pages, and create a new healthy lunch item on a lab day.   
 
My grade 9/10 classes also participated in Top Chef RSS Healthy Pizza Cook-off.  Each group 
researched their own recipe and they created an original name for their pizza.  The crust 
incorporated white beans or whole wheat in the recipe.  The healthy pizzas were judged on taste, 
nutrition, appearance, and originality. 
 
My grade 11/12 classes participated in the RSS Burger War Challenge (Sliders/Mini Burger).  
They researched recipes for the best mini burgers.  Each group used a slider bun recipe that 
incorporated white beans.  The sliders were judged on taste, appearance, originality, and 
reproducibility.   
 
I was able to get teachers and administrators to act as judges for the food competitions.  The 
competition helped motivate the students be creative and work to impress the guest judges.  The 
activities created a positive energy in our school.  It created awareness that healthy food choices 
could taste good. 
 
The students were resistant to the thought of adding beans to any food (cupcake, bun, or pizza 
crust).   They soon changed their minds after tasting the finished product.  Healthy food can taste 
good and you can take some unhealthy choices and make them more nutritious.  My goal is to 
add more healthy choices to the labs the students produce.  I will attempt to incorporate the 
healthy foods competition in all of my foods classes   
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Revelstoke Secondary School Deck 
Instructional Garden Project 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Revelstoke Secondary School Deck Instructional Garden Project is being spearheaded by 
the Applied Skills Department, but is a school wide garden project.  It would be nice to start 
planting vegetables in the new edible landscape in May, but the biggest goal this year is to have a 
functioning garden space by this fall ready for next spring.  Food security is vital to the health and 
well-being of a community and is the foundation of healthy eating.  The Instructional Garden 
Project will connect students with where their food comes from and how it grows.  Future edible 
landscaping will depend on the success of this project.  Donations by the Revelstoke Secondary 
School PAC, Downie Timber, West Coast Seeds, and numerous volunteer hours are going to 
make this garden project a success.   

 
 
 
 

Cement Planter-1     Raised Bed Garden -1     Cement Planter-2      Raised Bed Garden -2         Cement Planter-3 
 
 
 
 
 
    

    
 Water timer/Manifold 

 
 

                               Water supply 
 

• The three cement planters will remain in the current location and dead trees 
removed/composted 

• Wicking Raised Bed Vegetable Garden 12’ x 4’ x 24” – unstained cedar with cover, bed 
placed on heavy plywood to create a 2’ barrier (Woodwork/Tech Ed project 4th Term)  

• Pallet compost bins – 8 pallets (Woodwork/Tech Ed project 4th Term)  
• Water management, timer, drip irrigation spot watering, 3 zone pre-assembled inline 

sprinkler valve manifold, and backflow preventer vent 
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Timeline 
 
 
March  

! Ordered seeds from West Coast Seeds 

! Request lumber donation from Downie Lumber 
 
 
 April 

! Science department starts seeds in starter trays 

! Receive Downie Timber Lumber on April 22nd 

! Order supplies and additional lumber from Home Hardware 

! Begin construction of new wicking raised garden beds 

 
May 

! Final assembly and installation of wicking beds 

! Test drip irrigation and wicking systems 

! Add soil and transfer vegetables started in the science department 

! Construct compost bins – located on cement pad outside the deck area 

! School wide composting plan started (resource/YELL department) 
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RSS English Department 2015-2016 Board Report   
Submitted by Meghan Simpson 
 
Department Members: Meghan Simpson, Jenna Mason, Jeff Wilson, Andy Pfeiffer, Stacey 
Grimm, Jason Stevens, Shaun Moore 
 
New Curriculum: 
 
In anticipation of the new curriculum, the English department has taken several opportunities to 
meet and collaborate on how best to update our teaching practices to reflect the new outcomes. 
We are confident that because we use a wide variety of methods of instruction and assessment 
consistently, we will transition seamlessly into the outcomes and content.  
 
Literature Circles are an example of this differentiation, in which we invested  last year. The 
department has purchased 3-4 copies of several titles that fit in thematically with our grade 11 and 
12 themes. Allowing students individualized learning opportunities and discussion-based activities 
promotes a real-world reading for life approach. 
  
Final projects are being used in some classes to replace final exams. English 11 provides a 
strong thematic focus throughout the entire course. Students are asked to demonstrate their 
understanding of the theme, content, and the world that we live in through a variety of options. 
Students showcase their learning through a format that they feel confident in. Examples include 
making movies, board games, newspapers, essays, soundtracks, etc. On the typical exam day, 
the students present their ideas and projects to the class. What is usually a stressful and tense 
time for students becomes a relaxed and enjoyable class as we observe others approaches to 
learning. The irony is that students probably spend more time in reviewing and preparing the 
material for their projects than they would spend in studying for the exam.  
 
Aboriginal Literature is a highlighted focus in the new curriculum. We are working on sourcing 
appropriate and relevant Aboriginal materials to use in all of our classes. Currently we have little 
to no resources, and we are researching possible titles and genres that would fit in with the 
different themes and focuses of each grade.  
 
Guests 
  
This year, we have been fortunate to welcome several guests into our classrooms.  
Spoken-word poet Shane Koyczan performed on October 23rd, 2015 at the Revelstoke Theatre. 
Shane expresses powerful messages dealing with bullying, individuality, and relationships. The 
English department hosted a Spoken-Word contest at the high school and the winners were given 
free tickets to the show, as well as an opportunity to recite their piece on stage before Shane 
performed. Cole Blakely and Danielle Foisy were both winners, however only Cole felt 
comfortable enough to go on stage. He was amazing. The English Department worked with 
Megan Shandro (Stoke Youth Network) and purchased 20 tickets to give away to senior students 
in our classes who expressed a strong desire to attend, but needed help with the cost of tickets.  
  
Deryn Collier, who is from Nelson, came on October 15th, 2015. She is the author of several 
novels and is a true believer in the “value of writing for the sake of writing”. She visited Meghan’s 
English 12 class and inspired them in the art of creative writing. Students worked in small groups 
and focused on choosing specific and active verbs to truly reflect a character and their actions. 
This was a successful and inspiring visit for the students, Meghan, and Deryn.  
  
Raoul Fernandes is a poet and author of Transmitter and Receiver, a collection of poems. He will 
be visiting Andy’s English 12 class to read and write poetry with the students. He is shortlisted for 
the Dorothy Livesay Poetry Prize.  
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Elizabethan Feast 
 
The annual feast was on Wednesday, December 9th, 2015.   As always, we were a little stressed 
prior to the evening, wondering how it would all come together. Of course, as usual, the students 
and staff pulled through and put on another memorable evening for our grads. Julia Crucil made a 
huge contribution in her time this year, by organizing all of the decorations and transforming the 
common area. Clara and her wenches served a wonderful meal and it must have been so good, 
that no one wanted to see it flying across the room, thus no food fight!!!  Many students put 
themselves out there and performed an assortment of entertaining scenes. Several of our Grizzly 
players from out of town, who were unaware of this tradition, jumped right in and performed 
several skits. Dave Duthie was our MC and kept the show running smoothly. Jarrett Spannier 
brought Julius Caesar to life and several staff came as guests to support the grade 12s. The night 
ended with the usual A Midsummer Night’s Dream skit, with Jeff Wilson, Andy Pfeiffer, Meghan 
Simpson, and Stacey Grimm taking on the lead roles. Jason Stevens played an impressive 
Oberon and Jenna Mason brought Puck to life. As a department, we look forward to this tradition 
continuing on next year.  
 
Mentorship Program 
 
Meghan and Jenna took the opportunity to participate in the mentorship program this year. They 
were given a total of 5 release days to meet together to collaborate and discuss their teaching 
practice. So far they have taken this time to address unit planning, independent reading projects, 
ESL adaptations, Gifted differentiation, assessment, classroom management strategies, as well 
as spending time in each other’s classes. This time has been seen as invaluable, and it is our 
hope that these types of partnerships will have the opportunity to continue in the future.  
 
Literature 12 
 
After a long hiatus, Literature 12 made its return this year with Stacey Grimm at the helm.  Our 
department recognizes the importance of offering senior level Humanities electives to our 
students who might require options beyond Math and Sciences. It is our hope that we will be able 
to continue offering courses such as Literature 12, Writing 12, or Journalism 12 in the future.  
 
In closing, the RSS English Department hopes that our professional, progressive, and engaging 
approach to English Language Arts will help our students develop an appreciation for language, 
communication, art, and the beauty and challenges present in daily life. 
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Science Department  
Submitted by Graham Gale 

 
Sarah Vincent, Kristen Scheiber, Kai Boggild, Jarrett Spannier, Rob Evans, Sylvia Wood and 

Graham Gale taught a total of 19 sections of Science in the 2015-2016 school year.  We continue 

to offer 10 different Science courses, including Chemistry, Biology and Physics to the Grade 12 

level.  163 pupils make up the Grade 11 and 12 group at RSS, and of these 27% were enrolled in 

Grade 11 or 12 Physics, 44 % were in Grade 11 or 12 Biology, 31 % were in Grade 11 or 12 

Chemistry, and 6% were in Earth Science 11.   All Grade 8, 9, and 10 students must take 

Science, and this is the first year that we had only 3 sections in each grade. 

 

RSS science students have the opportunity to learn in a variety of ways and the usual course 

work is supplemented with alternate methods of instruction.  Sarah and Rob had Grades 8 

students participate in the “Know Your Watershed” program offered through Columbia Basin Trust 

and facilitated by Jeanette Vickers.   Jesse Hill, a contractor from the North Columbia 

Environmental Society led a program called “Farm to Table” where Science 10 students learned 

about food resources and toured Terra Firma Organic Farm.  Sylvia invited civil engineer 

Cornelius Suchy to discuss sustainable energy resources with Earth Science 11 students.  The 

Earth Science class also spent time with Ted Allain, learning about topics in Forestry and about 

Downie Street Sawmill.  Biology 12 students in Kai’s class were treated to a lesson on suturing 

lacerations by Dr. Alastair Crow.  As usual, Science 9 students will visit Mt. Revelstoke National 

Park and apply their cell division and reproduction knowledge to local plants and animals.  

 

Debby Robinson, our Lab Technician, continues to manage our enviable collection of science 

equipment, specimens and supplies as well as prepare labs and demonstrations.  Hands-on 

enquiry and traditional laboratory experiments are commonplace in our science classrooms and 

we feel optimistic about the new curriculum and its focus on investigative learning.  Textbook 

resources will provide a challenge as new Science 8 and Science 9 curricula will be delivered 

starting in Sept 2016.  Following this, all grade 10 to 12 Science courses will have revised 

curricula starting in September 2017. 
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Social Studies Department  
Submitted by Lissa Cancilla-Sykes 

 
One word sums up this year within our Department: change. The redesigned curriculum is at the 
forefront of our minds as we look to the future with our students, in terms of assessment, and 
relevant course/lesson development. Our priority remains building positive relationships with our 
students and making as many dynamic and meaningful links between our curriculum and 
students’ lives.  We continue to feel fortunate for the resource-rich place in which we work and 
live. Revelstoke’s museums, politicians, business people and our School Board continue to 
support us in our many endeavours.  
 
Much of our time together as a Department has been spent engaged in professional development 
working to prepare the new Social Studies 8 and 9 courses, which are scheduled to commence in 
September, 2016. The following year will see us lose Social Studies 11 and focus on building up 
the existing senior offerings of Law, History, First Nations Studies,and Geography. It remains to 
be seen what other Social Studies courses will be developed and offered at RSS in upcoming 
years. Presently, we are working to focus on what is going well, as well as making the required 
changes. 
 
Our department was proud to offer two classes of Law and one each of History and First Nations 
12 as electives this year. This is fantastic, considering our  enrolment.  With much enthusiasm, 
Mr. Stevens once again engaged his students in role-playing a court case at our local courthouse. 
He also took his classes to Kelowna to observe actual trials. The First Nations 12 course will be 
participating in a field trip in May to Enderby in May.  In addition, local museums continue to 
support us with field trips. We were very fortunate to be able to offer two blocks, one each 
semester, of Aboriginal Education Support. For the most part, these students are enrolled in 
Social Studies, English and Independent Studies courses in Aboriginal History/Culture. We have 
witnessed an exciting change/development with this block over the past year.  More aboriginal 
students are enrolling in this course because of the small teacher-student ratio, and focus on 
culture. This is very exciting! 
 
Our department led a trip to Costa Rica from March 19th to the 29th. We are very appreciative of 
the two week Spring Break which allowed for such an experience to not interfere with regular 
class time. It was a fabulous experience for students and chaperones alike! Lissa Cancilla and 
Andrew Sykes led the trip of 19 to this beautiful country in Central America. It was an action-
packed tour of rain forests,  cloud forests, jungles, beaches and mountains. The students 
participated in kayaking, aerial tram tours, zip-lining, hiking to volcanoes and waterfalls,a  jungle 
night tour, and white water rafting. They learned about sustainable agricultural practices with visits 
to coffee and chocolate plantations. They learned about conservation measures at local high 
schools by planting trees with Costa Rican students in a biological diversity corridor. It was 
stressed to us that Costa Rica treats its students as their army to safeguard their future. They 
have not had a standing army since 1948, and instead, they fund education and health care. Most 
students have opportunities to have most of their post-secondary studies paid for. Costa Rica’s 
literacy rate is 97%. We were informed of their very stringent recycling programs and anti-pollution 
initiatives. It was a very exciting and thought-provoking trip. We are very grateful to the School 
Board for approving and supporting this trip! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 33 



 34 

Art Department  
Submitted by Theresa Browning  

 
This year was quite different for the art department in a number of ways.   First, instead of classes 
being just grade 9 or grade 11/12, each block of art had students in it that ranged from grade 9 to 
grade 12.  So except for Life Skills 8 classes in term 2 and 4, all art classes were cross grade.  
This, at first, was quite intimidating and little overwhelming when it came to planning and 
structuring how the classes would run.  It ultimately proved to be a great opportunity because 
students saw every possible kind of project and medium happening at the same time.  This 
actually increased creativity in various ways.  There were two blocks of these art classes in each 
semester. 
 
Second, not only were the classes cross grade, but of course they also included a number of 
courses.  In each block, the following courses were taking place at any given time: Visual Arts 
9/10, Visual Arts Media 10/11/12, Art Foundations 11/12, Studio Arts 11/12 Drawing and Painting 
or Ceramics and Sculpture.  And finally there were a few students each semester that did 
Independent Directed Studies.  This particular class the student established their course of study 
and in conjunction with the instructor determined their projects for the semester.  
 
Initially, it was very overwhelming in figuring out how to do the above and set up the mark book 
and handle how projects were handed in and then displayed.  To add to the confusion, students 
were also allowed to decide in which order they completed the projects, as long as they kept the 
projects in term 1 and term 2 in each term. 
 
This was all a precursor to the “redesigned curriculum” and will ultimately embrace many of the 
principles in the curriculum.  It is more inquiry-based learning and students are giving quite a bit of 
choice and autonomy.   It was successful, but certainly a challenge in the beginning.  
 
The department was also busy in a couple of other ways.  In the fall, Theresa Browning did a 
mask making Pro-d for elementary teachers and then a couple of the teachers did Day of the 
Dead masks with their class and Browning fired their projects for them and helped out donating 
some glazes and firing the finished projects.  She also did a clay Pro-d workshop on hand building 
techniques and learning how to throw on a wheel.  Prior to Christmas she also fired pieces for 
BVE, candleholders for Christmas.   
 
Early in the New Year the department worked in conjunction with Carisa Pattinson and two local 
artists in helping to complete an Art Start project by firing a number of honey pots as a culminating 
project for a program they did on honeybees.  We also fired a number of projects for the Home 
Schoolers, as well, that was the same project.   
At the end of semester 1 we had Connie Haworth’s class, from BVE, come over for an afternoon, 
and they did some plaster sculptures.  It was a great afternoon and the kids left with some plaster 
pieces to paint for Valentine’s Day. 
  
The focus in the second semester is the annual exhibition at the gallery.  Prior to the exhibit, each 
student, grade 9-12 is asked to submit at least one piece for display.  They can submit up to three 
pieces if they wish.  Almost every student participates.    Each piece is then framed with frames 
that were purchased by the RSS PAC and frames the gallery loans for the exhibit.  This year’s 
exhibit is called, “Presentation, Representation, Manifestation.”  We will have over 100 pieces on 
display and five students; from grade 11 and 12 will have solo exhibits.  These solo exhibits have 
at least 10 pieces done by the student and they are responsible for framing their own work and 
writing an “artist statement.”  The exhibit opens May 06th and runs until the 27th.  You are all 
invited to the opening night to see some excellent student work.  It is a wonderful evening and 
really rewarding to see student work beautifully framed and hung.  
 
Overall it has been a busy, challenging and rewarding year.  
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Drama 
Submitted by Ms. Theresa Browning 
 
 
The drama department has been busy this year.  There are drama classes each semester, the 
grade 09 drama was first semester and second semester has the grade 10, 11, 12 class.  There 
was also a Life Skills 8 class in term 1 and term 3.  Each semester had a full-scale production in 
the theatre, as well as some smaller projects that were performed in the studio.  
 
The grade 8 classes did performances in the studio each term.  Both classes did perform for the 
elementary school.  The term 1 class did a variety of short plays and the term 2 class did some 
fairy tales that were more along the lines of the Grimm fairy tales.  Both groups performed for the 
BVE classes and their performances were well received.  They also did a wide variety of in class 
projects, monologues, skits, Improv, radio plays.  
 
The grade 09-drama class during first semester was a large group and were wonderful to work 
with. We did numerous projects in class like monologues, short plays and skits, radio plays as 
well as various Improv.  There were also two students who were doing Directing and Script writing 
and the students in class did performances of plays that these students wrote.  One was a 
modern fairy tale and this was done during term 1 and in term 2 they did plays that dealt with 
issues students face, things like peer pressure and bullying.   
 
We were fortunate in that we had Victoria Maxwell, a performer, who focuses on mental health 
issues do a performance in the theatre called, “Funny, You Don’t Look Crazy,” which was free for 
students.  Many drama students came to see the performance and then the following day she did 
a monologue-writing workshop with the class.  Victoria was open and forthright about her issues 
with bi-polar disorder and how she deals with it.   
 
 We also had the pleasure of attending a performance at TRU in Kamloops, put on by their theatre 
department.  It is a dark drama, called “Back to Beulah” by W.O. Mitchell.  Grade 9-12 students 
attended this.  It also deals with the issues of mental illness and how it is dealt with.  Both these 
activities dove tailed with one of the schools goals of mental health and being more open and 
starting it erase the stigma attached to mental illness. 
 
The junior production was called, “How the West was Dun,” and was a great success.  Students 
were responsible for creating the sets, working on props and ultimately had some say in their 
costumes and character development.  The play was a comedic farce and was a lot of fun.  We 
did a dress rehearsal for the elementary schools and had nearly a full house in the theatre.  There 
were then two evening performances, January 7 and 8, and both were well attended.   
For several of the students this was the first time they performed on the stage and they had a 
wonderful time.  A special thank you goes out to Sarah Harper, who did our sound and lighting.  
She was great and has worked with many of the students in the past.  
 
The senior drama production is called, “Ten Little Chipmunks” and is based on Agatha Christie’s, 
“Ten Little Indians” better known as “And Then There Were None.”  It is a murder mystery with a 
plot twist at the end. We have finished casting and have started rehearsing.  We may also be 
working with the woodwork department in having them help build some sets for us.  The nights of 
the production are June 02 and 03.  Show times are 7:30 and we hope that attendance will be as 
good or better than production earlier in the year.  It is hoped you all will attend, there will be 
complementary tickets made available.  
 
The senior class is also doing a number of projects in class that include improv, monologues, 
dialogues, radio plays, short plays; comedic and dramatic and did fairy tales with a twist for the 
elementary school.  We are also hoping to do some collaboration with Carisa Pattinson’s class.  
This is still in the planning stage.  
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Overall, it has been a wonderful and rewarding year.  It is great to see students flourish on the 
stage.  
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Physical Education Department  Report  
Submitted by  Robert Evans 

 
 
The 2015/16 school year was another great one for the Physical Education Department.  We 
strive to provide students with a broad variety of activity choices while  focusing on physical 
fitness and health concepts.  Skill development, and fitness continue to be the cornerstone of our 
program.  In each activity students are graded on skill acquisition as well as co-operation, attitude, 
participation and effort.  Fitness development is assessed for all groups with monthly 'beep tests'. 
 
This year, saw the addition of a Physical Education-Volleyball course to the department.  Under 
the leadership of Mrs. Hoshizaki, students learned specific components of volleyball focusing on 
skill development, team play, coaching, and officiating.  As a part of this class students were 
responsible for running elementary volleyball clinics, and then organizing, officiating, and coacing 
the elementary volleyball league.   
 
Cross country ski participation was increased from last year’s levels so that all students were 
involved in the ski program.  Classes travelled to Mt. McPherson cross country ski trails for two or 
three classes of instruction and fun.  Matt Smider, Revelstoke Nordic Ski Team head coach, 
organized and ran an exceptional program. 
 
 As in previous years, we are fortunate to have the community support in running our program.  
We have enjoyed running units and activities at the arena, pool, and local playing fields. 
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Music Department 
Submitted by Jim Redding 

 
Overview 
This is my second year at Revelstoke 
Secondary working to maintain and 
build the excellent music department. 
The excellence of the music department 
continues and is directly influenced by 
the supportive administration, support 
staff, positive parents groups 
(Revelstoke Band Parents Association) 
and students.  Students continue to be eager and motivated to learn all styles of music from 
contemporary, jazz, marches, classical music and pop music.  The enrolment for the four 
ensembles is as follows; grade 8 band (31 
students), grade 9/10 band (48 students), grade 
11/12 band  (17 students), and Jazz Band 
grades 8/9/10/11/12  (21 students).  All 
concerts are performed at the Revelstoke 
Performing Arts Centre and are well attended 
by family members and the public.  This year 
we have developed a connection with the 
community by inviting bands from the 
elementary schools and the Revelstoke 
Community Band to perform at the concerts.   
The spring concert was comprised of the Grade 7 District Band, all bands from our school, the 
Revelstoke Community Band concluding with a mass band performance of 120 musicians on the 
stage playing together. 
 
Curriculum 

The music curriculum has three areas of 
focus, technical (instrument proficiency), 
theoretical (elements of music), and 
historical (composers/instruments).   
Instrumental proficiency is development 
through scales, excerpts and musical 
compositions to be performed for an 
audience.  The theoretical component 
(elements of music) is studied through 
written assignments and developing 
compositions for public performance.  
The elements are; dynamics, rhythm, 
structure, melody, metre, instrumentation, texture, timbre, tonality and 

harmony.  Students compose music using the computer program Garage Band to exercise the 
student’s creativity using technology while developing the elements of music.  This year the 
students were introduce to a composition program, Musescore and several students have written 
compositions for the concert band. 
Historical and social importance of music is studied and then presented to class using web based 
media and/or traditional posters of instruments and composers from all music history periods from 
the Baroque to Modern. 
 
Evaluation 
Evaluation of student’s progress in music is based on Individual Performance Evaluations, as well 
as written tests and projects.  Each term every student is required to prepare scales and excerpts 
to perform for Mr. Redding to demonstrate their improvement.  Each Individual Performance 
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Evaluation is a mini lesson where the student is 
given instructions on how to improve their 
playing through positive feedback.  Concerts 
are considered an exam and are included in the 
student’s marks.   
 
Extra-curricular 
There are many music extra-
curricular activities at RSS for 

both music students and the general student body.  In September the music 
department had there first Band Camp where the students made Didgeridoos, 
played as a mass band and had workshops with senior students and a group from 
Rwanda.  In the spring one of the senior band students organized and hosted the 
second annual Talent show.  Many students from the school spend their lunch in 
the music room singing or playing the piano.  Specifically for music students there 
is the opportunity to travel this year to Cuba and Victoria.  The trip to Victoria 
includes performances in Beacon Hill Park as well as several elementary schools.  
Students will also visit the Provincial museum, University of Victoria, and the 
Parliament buildings.  The two main 
fundraisers for the band are the Poinsettias 
Sale and the Spring Plant Fundraiser.   
 
 
 
 
 
Areas for improvement Review 
As pointed out last year, instrumentation is an ongoing concern with improvements 
being more bass instruments and expansion with a student playing the oboe.  There still is a high 
number of alto saxophones in both the junior and intermediate bands creating an imbalance in the 
concert band sound.  Several students have started learning different instruments to help with the 
balance concerns.     
The second area of concern from last year was community awareness.  Connecting 
with the community band this year has started the process of community 
awareness in exposing the students to idea that playing music is a lifelong skill.  
Two students attend the community band for graduation credits and five students 
have joined the community band as members. 
 
 
 
Building for the future 

To promote the growth of the music department, this year the elementary district 
band was invited to practice in the band room at Revelstoke Secondary.  Being in 
the band room for the practices and helping with the students, I was able to help 
build a connection with the students.  This has translated to a positive growth in 
number in the band 8 program next year.   Final performances will take place on 
June 7th and 8th 2016. 
 

 
Conclusion 
Students are motivated, have a positive attitude and look forward to making music every class. 
 
 
 
 



 44 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 



 45 

Woodwork Shop Report 
Submitted by Conrad Der 

 
The following will be a brief report on what the different skills, projects, and classes that have 
been going on in Revelstoke Secondary’s wood-shop for the winter/spring semester. 
 
Currently I am teaching three classes of wood-working broken down as follows: A block of 
introductive wood-working 8 and two blocks of mixed classes from 9-12. The two mixed classes 
are separated by the grade 9-10 group working on projects designed and laid out by myself, while 
the grade 11-12 group is following a more broad curriculum approach as they apply new and old 
skills to meet their individualized semester goals.  
 
For Woodworking 8, this semester so far was focused on hand-tool use and basic woodworking 
concepts. To begin with we took a milled piece of fir and cut it to length with hand-saws, then 
used chisels and gouges to shape them into ladles and spatulas. The next project was a finger 
joint jewellery box which developed board lamination and hand-milling skills with the use of jack-
planes as well as lay-out procedures. Glue-up and assembly precision was highlighted here. 
Finish and final detail also being a priority as this was a piece of furniture and should have been 
treated with that level of detail. 
 
Grade’s 9-10 woodworking also begun the semester with hand-tool use in mind while we began 
the class by laminating material together and, out of that block of wood, hand carved a wooden 
bowl. Some machine use was applied but the bulk of the work was gouge use, which helped 
students develop a sense of how wood-grains affect wood-working as well as how wood behaves 
under use. Machine milling and break-out-stock procedures were then highlighted through a 
different project, a cutting board, where students needed to mill-up stock to size through the use 
of jointers, thickness planers, and the table-saw. We are currently finishing a jewellery box similar 
in design to the one that the grade 8’s made except with some extra steps taken on by the 
students themselves. Starting next week we will begin our tables where we will be spending the 
majority of the rest of the year to complete as it is a project that encompasses all of the basic 
skills that they have already learnt as well as incorporating wood-joint use such as the mortise 
and tenon joint.  
 
The grade 11-12 carpentry and joinery groups have a great spread in their projects that they have 
designed and are either finishing up by this point or are in the period of design for their next 
project for the semester. Some examples of completed projects are some large tables, a dog-
house, set-design pieces, motorcycle stands, ukulele stands, cutting boards, and wall art.  
 
 I am a new teacher here at RSS and have been doing my best to forge relationships with 
students and staff while developing a successful wood-working program. Currently, those goals 
are being reached and I hope for more continued success. 
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Metal Fab 
Submitted by Craig Weiler 

 
Utilizing the machining equipment in the shop the students are expanding the range of projects 
they can complete.  There is a new focus on mastering measuring devices and applying their use 
to all project layout.  The range of projects being built is broad, from Motocross starting gates, to 
camera slides for aspiring videographers.  I have partnered with Wright’s Machine who 
volunteered Ron O’Neill to spend a day providing welding tips and tricks for the kids.  This was an 
excellent opportunity for students to learn from an expert in the field. 
 
Tech Ed 
 
Tech Ed saw the return of the lost wax casting of silver rings this year.  It is a very rewarding 
project for students and we had an opportunity to share the silver casting process with our Ono 
Cho friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Auto 
 
The Snowmobile/Motorcycle lift we received from PAC has been a huge addition to the shop.  It 
has been in constant use by students and brings a professional feel to the shop when we are 
servicing their machines.  Drivetrain students have had an opportunity to experience the reality of 
work in the Auto Service trade.  They have taken on major repairs to student vehicles and the 
pride they show in completing a long difficult projects are rewarding.  
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RSS Athletics  
By:  Kathy Hoshizaki, Athletic Director 

 
RSS has had a very exciting and successful year in athletics.  Overall, the number of students 
and coaches participating in extracurricular sports has increased this year from last. 
 
Last June, we held our first sports banquet to celebrate our athletic achievements as a group.  It 
was a big hit and enjoyed by all who attended.  We will be hosting our 2nd annual sports banquet 
again this year on June 9, 2016. 
 
FALL SPORTS 
 
RSS started off the year with a bang! 
 
Our Senior Boys Volleyball team won both the North Zone and Okanagan Valley pennants this 
year and proudly represented Revelstoke at the “A” Provincial Championships in Abbotsford, 
winning “The Most Sportsmanlike Team”.  Our Junior Girls Volleyball team won their league and 
narrowly missed a berth to the Okanagan Valley Championships.  A “court full” of appreciation to 
Barry Rourke for organizing and running “Last Spike” Volleyball Tournaments for our Grade 8, 
Junior and Senior Girls’ teams.  These tournaments were well attended and highly regarded as 
top-notch events by coaches and players alike. 
 
Our X-Country running group experienced success as well.  We had 4 athletes qualify and 
participate in the Provincials in Vancouver. 
 
After finishing first in the North Zone, Revelstoke hosted the Okanagan Valley Championship 
meet for Aquatics and finished 2nd in the Valley.  We sent 10 athletes on to the Provincial 
Championship in Kamloops.  One of our athletes, Beth Granstrom, won three medals (two gold 
and a bronze) and set a new Provincial record in the 50 meter backstroke. 
 

Fall Sports 
 
Cross Country Running Jeff Wilson 
 
Aquatics  Andy Pfeiffer & Graham Gale 
 
Volleyball  
Grade 8 Girls  Estee Sylvester 
Grade 8/9 Boys  Graham Gale 
Junior Girls    Kathy Hoshizaki, Jodi Wallach  
Senior Girls  Barry Rourke, Kai Boggild, Cherie Asmundsen 
Senior Boys  Sheena Bell, John Pallas  
 
WINTER SPORTS 
I am grateful to the numerous SD#19 and community members who offered their time and 
expertise for basketball this season.  After the success of last year’s intramural program for the Jr. 
Boys, we attempted this format again for the grade 10,11, and 12 boys.  However, aside from a 
handful of dedicated basketball players, the program struggled to maintain numbers throughout 
the season.   
Our grade 8 and 9 boys’ program had a consistent turnout and played a few exhibition games 
against Golden Secondary School.  Both girl’s teams (grade 8 and senior) began the season, but 
low numbers caused these teams to fold.  Although school opportunities are provided, winter 
sports seem to be an area where RSS struggles to field teams.  Perhaps this is due to the many 
fantastic opportunities that students can access within our community during that time of year. 
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Winter Sports  
      
Basketball   
Grade 8/9 Boys Conrad Der 
Grade 8 Girls Estee Sylvester, Kendra von Bremen - folded 
Senior Girls Jason Stevens - folded 
Grade 10/11/12 Boys Alex Sessa, Mike Hooker, Stacey Grimm 
 
SPRING SPORTS 
We have sprung into Spring with an impressive start to our Sr. Girls Soccer, Golf and Track and 
Field teams.  As we are only beginning these seasons I cannot comment on the results for each, 
but can confidently say that we have attained outstanding success based on participation levels 
alone.  We have healthy numbers in both soccer and golf, and the track and field team is the 
largest it has ever been with over 70 participants.   
 
Spring Sports 
 
Track & Field   Andy Pfeiffer, Kathy Hoshizaki, Jeff Colvin,  
    Rob Brown, Kristen Avery  
 
Golf    Jarrett Spannier 
 
Senior Girls Soccer  Ted Allain, Jason Stevens 
 
Year Long 
This year, Kai Boggild started a Sparring club, which runs one day a week after school.  We’ve 
had some very keen students take advantage of this opportunity and hope to see it continue in the 
future. 
 
 
As Athletic Director, I am very proud of the efforts and attitudes exhibited by our athletes and the 
dedication of our coaches and teacher sponsors.  I strongly believe that the RSS Athletics 
program provides excellent opportunities for our students and contributes greatly to the health and 
well-being of our school and community.  Athletics allows students an opportunity to be active, 
develop skills, work towards goals and enjoy the feelings of being part of a team.  I look forward to 
our programs’ continued success.  A huge THANK YOU to our volunteer coaches and sponsors 
who make these opportunities happen for our students. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sd19.bc.ca/ 
  Revelstoke Secondary Athletics
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